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A huge thank you to Happy Football Cambodia for making this possible, and to the
teachers, families and communities who supported these remarkable young women.

A Life Transformed: Yee's Story
By Gill Gray
Friends of BFT Australia

Joining BFT's 20th anniversary Peace Gathering
in January 2026, | was once again left feeling
privileged and inspired. Nothing resonates more
than being there — listening to stories of lives
changed, and seeing the quiet pride of villagers
in what they have built.

| made a return visit to Yee, now 57. She survived the Khmer Rouge as a young girl, losing
her father and brothers. In the early 2000s, her husband left her in poverty with four
children to raise alone. When BFT came to her village, they built her a water pump and
provided microfinance and resources to start a fish farm and rebuild her house.

BFT's support went beyond the water pump and fish farm. Through the Peacebuilding
Program, Yee found not just practical tools but a community around her. She became
coordinator and cook for the village Children's Breakfast Program and a steady voice for
neighbours wanting to start their own small businesses — someone who had walked the
path and could show others the way.

That foundation held. Today Yee supplies surrounding villages with fish and sells hand-
woven baskets to local businesses. During Covid, she diversified rather than collapsed —
and now has several village women working alongside her. Her greatest gain, she says, is
confidence.

Her eldest son was sponsored to represent Cambodia at the 2017 Homeless World Cup in
Oslo. Her children are all independent adults. She has three grandchildren, still cares for
her 86-year-old mother, and has plans for a rice farm and a tractor.

Because of BFT's helping hand, she told me, she is now strong.

Gill Gray has supported BFT for many years through Friends of BFT Australia.

Taking Root in Chub Romdeng
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Get Involved

For more information about our work, reach out to us at info@buildyourfuturetoday.org. If
you would like to support BFT and the communities we serve, you can donate at
buildyourfuturetoday.org/donate — every contribution makes a difference.
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